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American Rescue Plan Includes $6 Billion for CHCs. The sweeping, nationwide plan to recover
from the pandemic will invest more than $6 billion in underserved and rural areas through
Community Health Centers (CHCs). More than 91 percent of health center patients are individuals
or families living at or below 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Guidelines, and more than 60
percent are racial or ethnic minorities.

Volunteer to Administer COVID-19 Vaccines. The U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services has expanded its definition of persons authorized to give the vaccine. These include,
among others, current and retired traditional and non-traditional health care professionals, and
students in health care programs.

HHS: Special Enrollment Period for Health Coverage EXTENDED. Last week, the U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) announced that the special enrollment period for
gualified individuals and families to purchase health insurance in states served by the
HealthCare.gov platform has been extended to August 15. Some states run their own health
insurance enrollment websites and may or may not make a similar offer. Enter your zip code to

find local help.

CHART Model’s ACO Track RFA Delayed to Spring 2022. This week, the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that the release of the Community Health Access and
Rural Transformation (CHART) Model Accountable Care Organization (ACO) Transformation Track
Request for Applications (RFA) is delayed until spring 2022. The CHART Model aims to help rural
communities transform their health care delivery systems. This delay applies only to the ACO
Transformation Track. Applications for the CHART Community Transformation Track are due by
May 11, 2021.

HHS Reports on Risk of COVID-19 Infections in Fee-For-Service Medicare. The U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services points to several factors raising the risk of infections,
hospitalization, and deaths. These risks vary across the country, with some geographic areas
having higher concentrations of at-risk beneficiaries. This issue brief provides information on risk
scores at the national, state, and county level, and includes a database of risk scores by county.

COMING SOON: Emergency Broadband Benefit Program. The Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB) will make $3.2 billion available to
qualifying households to lower the cost of high-speed internet service, providing discounts on
internet service bills and an opportunity for a computer or tablet. The EBB program is similar to the
Lifeline program with expanded eligibility, vendors, and subsidies. We encourage you to develop a
plan now to support patients to apply promptly after the application period is announced by the end
of April; funds are expected to go quickly.
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COVID-19 Resources

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy FAQs for COVID-19. A set of Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) from our grantees and stakeholders.

COVID-19 FAQs and Funding for HRSA Programs. Find COVID-19-related funding and
frequently asked questions for programs administered by the Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA).

CARES Act Provider Relief Fund Frequently Asked Questions. Includes information on terms
and conditions, attestation, reporting and auditing requirements, general and targeted distributions,
and how to report capital equipment purchases.

CDC COVID-19 Updates. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provides daily
updates and guidance, including a section specific to rural health care, a Toolkit for Tribal
Communities, and a vaccine locator by state.

CMS Coronavirus Partner Resources. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
provides information for providers, health plans, state Medicaid programs, and Children’s Health
Insurance Programs and hosts recurring online sessions to provide updates. New: the Medicare
COVID-19 Snapshot details the latest data on the impact on Medicare beneficiaries, including
racial and ethnic minorities, adults 85 years old and older, and people with certain pre-existing
conditions.

HHS Coronavirus Data Hub. The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) website
includes estimated and reported hospital capacity by state, with numbers updated daily.

COVID-19 Data from the U.S. Census Bureau. The site provides access to demographic and
economic data, including state and local data on at-risk populations, poverty, health insurance
coverage, and employment.

ATTC Network COVID-19 Resources for Addictions Treatment. The Addiction Technology
Transfer Center (ATTC) Network was established in 1993 by the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration. The online catalog of COVID-related resources includes regularly-
updated guidance and trainings for professionals in the field.

GHPC'’s Collection of Rural Health Strategies for COVID-19. The FORHP-supported Georgia
Health Policy Center (GHPC) provides reports, guidance, and innovative strategies gleaned from
their technical assistance and peer learning sessions with FORHP grantees.

Confirmed COVID-19 Cases, Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan Counties. The RUPRI Center
for Rural Health Policy Analysis provides up-to-date data on rural and urban confirmed cases
throughout the United States. An animated map shows the progression of cases beginning March
26, 2020 to the present.

Rural Response to Coronavirus Disease 2019. The Rural Health Information Hub has a
compendium of rural-specific activities and guidelines, including Rural Healthcare Surge
Readiness, a tool with resources for responding to a local surge in cases.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbzEgfVCIhEX-8sfNWHt6Luxt3xcyEAnPqF3Z0fs-t4Qo1Vq_xKpDOpwPm8EJaqKQPvn3eZCDz6L_kOfrTlQ497RNe2h2CZu4aNEv2mraX5zJZGbYCbuq9IR9Ua0SE86uCdlZoPGkJJR_4fB8AVB_oZ1zkYK5DVMvZY7LbBYAJIE7hqoEXHmAZp2NblytKMk2S1D3t89TeCeiqwHoO4Y5hpJKRiSR5GVvVSp8qjeJvW1xD37wy3FTaZxHiJwJWdxF6rQrcuto9V70J0nodGhAqQEN_kA2Z4T57D0chiCcKvHHIoJ7MZspgMzaLHSMsJRYAYuSVbqT6CzLLxgUbSsCESaO3h70tYa-nzusTp_iVvFo-Pm9-_DQjhctGQVarYs8CR_r5ToPof220St6mARBBc59IOVXse9fw0FICSYkUpwI~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486184821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Q%2FBxiIQHV98t%2BAad%2B4BCDsPmBwUAeE%2FS%2FxTl0x0sdIM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbIg_ywpYEYVdVsCpSLQ_y-p0QYnH6g4WQIOdaqNkrOkk8_0S0zN3XMWfEJ4cjhKcnBz5zRaB86C9zAPX-Z9rYO-gkHYH1WnaRxQcSpnwIGgHrQCgBZ1y2LnmuW9X9i1oDJ4NBtyJc6u61SwBcfiywp2Yfo4JFmGl5WgaLH3Oui8j4Z3NBZILRR2oB8pqGl-I3Q_jeSSqehuJt-7KGv_t3bNFHApFXGJzvqTiK2aNkBEnmE4lYUW6Gi15nGbyKnGS7Puu7Z3WMGYg9_Os_nBuzBk77LqSt6UzdCFZgA8B9RZ4YH5lSyAkqQJLN-z_qC-4SuqvhR73Ckg_4bXING7XAzw~~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486194776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Leys1LD53JzDF6k54CAxQd4IWSwhmjUrMTnBOlrCcok%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fb9n0bliicAjiEtTzNuZEBPGkl3Ea1L5_FpVhVkgTqutS7AoLw7gvJ3fWJsS-Gel6hJbqKUcbL_5RKJfeZfGcufaaDV2hy3h3gRcY-w6M3zZXp7PLi3xtP89MTDVQC5a6VV7k_lguTPuTku0XRBtUuUU_6tKxNi1NEko6xv03dm1IQrwttRSp-OkHkMi--z_GsJYqioYiuJZc-Tn_IwR-tLvuQ3hwkm0YzBlmeQOEl9loWqu9eapxa-49tBkgrZMGFLyLKOKj08opVnIx_jcNuMkPqmz5ToGdVq6Dh9f04QeOToL02IGxJPmD7MxGH4pxNogMKw-R6MczByo7WNPBwdtnQonByLWtWfOjzRv1VUotgoGI5VqtBtfsJRPKUQ_GI27RcwiewBZdBX2OttQpe1U1QKiYyHP9yAuwQRNNU9p4~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486194776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1gASaJEEKMUUGzJQl0pepaonoqUKEP9kdVsD0aul15k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbZhxOYol0tKC5A6-tcpfBhciUwPQud7sBwV9tdFxlWT-fSgq62xTNgwYG3FXx36erW7h5N5AydxYsBQ_B5LIOVkYpsq1ghqZLPoKi-X8n9kELwcyEIHYVpcaGvrchnRmb7I4oHaPCPQ7qyyF39Tij-hNOQqV6pZIwEAvpK43vXKmQaVWFeI2fhI29xVv3UU4eiAfszM1gVzOzSCR3bTizZuLkxdjP6vo3N_8IA5ILiL3R31O-nYRCdZlpQHgQtRIxzWLoWXU9MP8m8RBYQK_B-IlCDo9mZOm3-ZsY68Woz62g6PLcSRLkpcdYbReQB_h9l6KI111mwDnaLdnfWmkYEvZBxYB8ZNVQ5Kl_87rwbbGM212-jQpQYxqWV--yzJc-&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486204734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FGNHEpHy6f3uDdXaDBpO8UUPT%2BJK1pGKuOqoS%2Bc%2BKyY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbZ7i4qlokCY24OiQf-p5326gEVnUS0Lk8vlmYo3LYgZcUHEDFbGNvaZ_LcOXZs6GUBR8hmlLEefB0RuS6NWXvqd1bEW-VI9QsGBpAYrc3rwCTD4WHZoeHE9k0wp18ChBMUjA8tmZAKSN6rdvBO9pZ5U9L9tkx0FzFpZDvihTdEK0ST00Ja-QX781EnBznhzOoI-zdvLmYAkl-WgCcG28b75pI5FF7SMjCluMfSHPp5WSsPjfHqzM-c4-YCLltbFJxd_SQe2stGsvasVYLCZpi_gMnxAH6NDAKpV-mJGMYo8_LgUOpSL9Yb24dE_vfqF7MmMQDUnmzOJDRYdayEra9FhIDGpPUQLYCisc6YXpALpV8Ma2skC09PfixZ0gII4qsSB0gc2cz-k2zj5Z1N-ljboFnj6SXoVcJermUJSNz_pYQ85dcNUCeoNkPOqtZxh4ImLxNgiDDPaM1LCHmVZE-BQ~~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486214690%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PqO6P8JaFL1L%2Fqe6zktFHlkJ14kYGceD9BYaEpz3J50%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbuxGhC53373q1I3NJyshp81Xcy7I_gyPrObv4ZGdqZdDXp8c0FdSTWiuzpZ-m10qcbvK3QMSG5OOhjsisFSVTa4SduzsaDMO_mFuNTklHuKOazl7AbSW2_3tXcZQ1WWyfODKRr3FezjPOvgHMWOx6REAb4N5r3j2LdHkaUG_zN9iNr30rpBRs1QsJCDN_bF9ptaAa4RUeOz0dhX5FuGSw6flQ9qYrpiS9uuOZsheqi9WXMjPRxeXhZs-6Yh8uW_AYHh9cqK5vp8QgKO_1XPkAtEaluLIYCzTQzbu8Um4m-uNECfHL69uVoEFVmXjZsX5O_670NKga2mUHgb9KTsFAsQCP0iQggA79T2XHsJSPaTn5vQV1CCYEY9PH7rOHqu97cI1qR8Gh17oEK0jnkjkSErS0Ih0WtuOPpq-9UnOfljM~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486214690%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XxuepmxvUkG0EzcLvver%2FnQkjz1ikOdQrPm%2FibOUGls%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbuxGhC53373q1I3NJyshp81Xcy7I_gyPrObv4ZGdqZdDXp8c0FdSTWiuzpZ-m10qcbvK3QMSG5OOhjsisFSVTa4SduzsaDMO_mFuNTklHuKOazl7AbSW2_3tXcZQ1WWyfODKRr3FezjPOvgHMWOx6REAb4N5r3j2LdHkaUG_zN9iNr30rpBRs1QsJCDN_bF9ptaAa4RUeOz0dhX5FuGSw6flQ9qYrpiS9uuOZsheqi9WXMjPRxeXhZs-6Yh8uW_AYHh9cqK5vp8QgKO_1XPkAtEaluLIYCzTQzbu8Um4m-uNECfHL69uVoEFVmXjZsX5O_670NKga2mUHgb9KTsFAsQCP0iQggA79T2XHsJSPaTn5vQV1CCYEY9PH7rOHqu97cI1qR8Gh17oEK0jnkjkSErS0Ih0WtuOPpq-9UnOfljM~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486214690%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XxuepmxvUkG0EzcLvver%2FnQkjz1ikOdQrPm%2FibOUGls%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fbokz2s1jqflE9wFaxXq-YTZAq07sbnc-egoszXGatn9pP02v7NJnGH9lbVWbXogInmi-TmI2_uhUx3w6eXkLuWXsGG33jOgAxUDLZ1GyJ6EC9K7Fzeh7ExGOBEmwqfao-Hozj8G7cVoD6EfxwN8-HheLpqixI8T24sYNtCbBAG2XMpoTp2vh79K0jt8WgKnXEA9vgfcwGnPsbN-9v6kpzTz_g_ECBIoPwrlaU27DBvC9Hn528NZNIOKMZd7QfbGhgBqBhL5MSJu463ZPQHlSsZr10_PW0L9QdBLdrlIc8_aeYm3VCqPY5BzUAN0lSO63Z_3TVTHRt9RXh96qI4GQgyxOCv9AFzgeBTvc9rl3VeWMuMsaA7gcZyhX16XnKIeA8&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486224646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=r05%2FOAWGw4CMfz60U%2Fm5jwGIAP3PRmgEOa0yJ%2BwHuW4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbE8A36YPm_ps-27NvgKHPH3O_jeC6-WGiWbDTu6w0pqEQmPwOLhbxA396G-vaTSj6rp8BZ0QyeUOIx42ErYw8eo8-iGdFaLtCp55mcycYvQtbPkw6qzVYZlBS33tfj_zvLFZaUM2LBWSSZiryorPW0BI41_0CfrrTGtrVsPjIcS9IyjEswTFv12l-eXLmJnOr3h8RgrrJkjcRMBEePht7G6_iQZWSEFtYIqZXIN0X97D4fQvK03rqlQQcC9PeW670Nw0KD4cfRmvbqDL162SjiprEXKlB-EAbWcYkDE9K2kAT9aIjt7aMks-cavzZYf6LZXBncUMMJy_177Zwzl52PUy58CW5P2PFt3Y84BurYXipjG6svcmuN-eKIG9aKiDZhLUq-R-Jt3flllvQ9PtHBBTw2cqh6cnVrD2hO2_SFXg~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486224646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7Pw0%2FaZwU8X%2B0bNUUmIRLnl8yUiSASk8azFUE1EhZMM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbktNJE8xgExLmbZKPScxU1FGBidDMUPXo1_40TM5UJ-GHguxo1rLA1SvLkwZnXiJ3VZ2mPEnMIZUK0WCHTjWnUtNNVJ0TPgfOtONL1wzvSu3fP5phhGvSOrA2P_4PuLlwE5gikpPIDzRDcjYFfXd034vNB757cMNTzPJds_rD-yv1__zltw_XxLUKm5IzVaAbUieZLJrjjwcjky7qqjPngkX6Gwlfyq2rnqsS0hRwLKtnpTssO7_L6FBymlKcmMbeEPK7q0ZrNU59kqUAaJUp2081xhD-tnkYLF7xen3Hk61FBy6V19-h1-g8SjlE-UAn5Z8inc9SwRlWidNfXhmxOFRbRON-IuKoyQMz9OmapMkl1uM61f4DfF6OIkBqnjOo7lxNBuyepLToLE3T9VkCXHeoOjl2-uCEOS980KCb9zc~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486234603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Yb8KPQ4W5Eiw5feUBF9uGiBDhXugxoyljVn8k5%2Fl4hg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbktNJE8xgExLmbZKPScxU1FGBidDMUPXo1_40TM5UJ-GHguxo1rLA1SvLkwZnXiJ3VZ2mPEnMIZUK0WCHTjWnUtNNVJ0TPgfOtONL1wzvSu3fP5phhGvSOrA2P_4PuLlwE5gikpPIDzRDcjYFfXd034vNB757cMNTzPJds_rD-yv1__zltw_XxLUKm5IzVaAbUieZLJrjjwcjky7qqjPngkX6Gwlfyq2rnqsS0hRwLKtnpTssO7_L6FBymlKcmMbeEPK7q0ZrNU59kqUAaJUp2081xhD-tnkYLF7xen3Hk61FBy6V19-h1-g8SjlE-UAn5Z8inc9SwRlWidNfXhmxOFRbRON-IuKoyQMz9OmapMkl1uM61f4DfF6OIkBqnjOo7lxNBuyepLToLE3T9VkCXHeoOjl2-uCEOS980KCb9zc~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486234603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Yb8KPQ4W5Eiw5feUBF9uGiBDhXugxoyljVn8k5%2Fl4hg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbAtCn9PQN0L0n9nuAMXRzMGdWXsa6L6XCqqLwOEWKd68-eAeOCFfFdIwONlynq5VB4vfTdDT29KWMbYu3uJ5wDFqtJIwdxuwbUD6ssbb2KxGpbHWXWvA8ZR-R45zCBcOtuz-sQH4B_BkLVGu1rsDeYJA2UyHMPKXxW1X2-rWn2jytSuBLaEFqwx9QJ0HGxqiUzK8DOl-FNxBSrsAX6Efc9O_NJATO9Fg_IO8udulQaIcMlrJ8GdpBEW5egGXM3anRhG84SgJm0qWA6-ID4SIok-nD9Oiinnwpl7JGEzY7TNLdu0Av8Y6FcC9JEeN_KLA1AG5o4rGRWhM61oFxME1sKA~~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486234603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T43eXFLL0Aeq4mOnBMn%2F0c8NmtTONkhsmvtLzSbm4Qk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fbs_M8oQNoCb8Tj3yvJe3MfT6p1JCbddlp83mvP1STHeF72DQOAeSHVIqWOzKtTj5xTZI5HuUGZNEzevHeWJArOA1yATfAiFBu0OTEIK7HjQwNx8bBf8XyEGqaLcsCuKvAGKUmnNQ5kUZmBv3JaA7thkTzG25cBOjMpEOTgnqEYgOz0kyvrZkQFpg9LnYr-_GsHXhK1PjtnbAj6EGTcs_VnlV2OrPDwRTmhAvLhjFvJOPlAMUopS5uVsFYLRTAzoPKKO2ySzxYdihxM5XxLPzzRFOdt3wOkVn8owpz5RIE5yID5rpAAvF4P2vss8xjhMRx4ItJNLhaKBWajJACZlCUUw~~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486244561%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hBvr9mNtUDmbal8w9l3RpIG%2BOWaMOxrFSBEMfkqdnxE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fbp3JWMlOc8NEi5Dk5wq6GgmN-rbPtEha5HJ_rx36MLGsF_Kb0gJ044CnliC0BF4j1cM5TIaaGkYl09kc7e_afHpOsCHp29hMgznnwYg2zsflmOOOacCerLf8Nw6S_LSWXEynnPZW2Hz-OSylAleCZxV_p_G0khBxEVdTAwmf1DFgtjdZpe1y0Jd8zdpDyTaqQqipmUPXdaszXycQc_5QvZ_ifVtZE6sYahwyEVLNoKWnB1MVr_URfxN6Hz3B5qCCM803a_MpAYyqV61_xNONdkI0RxMwS2EYWSOd6UmDT5ZSInR5YcoVFpvv3oJ9M1JQpnc7DU-Bp74ucHhkG7FPQDpnMIemXYaniatb9Mb_g7xUW0TKF5H_wHMVjCqbR2XlemrB6N_j4HBPhGOSJDwtzilWqPAyi6GvQaRWVLLBYu90~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486244561%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OUvSD1ZvYUj4sJiZ2CpD78uHif1FcoUTVeSaUrQLnac%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbtC4sMxhowlQ115LsHua7glD-AzJ6l5hmXoEj1j4kX1UvGXTjWa1DDpr8wzCvK-8XvWwzSslxu85goJ4Z1h5ayCk7vIJJHaxMQ8ZDE5glDyPIgKZKjCQyL1rEg1iCVP9Fn2KFxbIOop-FkXptsGOj5uIHOumqu7Z9ERCItiIz5TaBw2ugqVtlyQ2PUc9RZmN8TWMcikAQz6k-_G2HCQ0mheJRMrCO9slrRrKsVi3irxZjTAg95jh1yOIVqS29YduXn67FP8mlgSTC-XhEE6hPL9lhvxt3oC1YduwcbFkUrZ6zbGwB-fuyfMsACIswR1SDfwYb3zdf5PUgD0F5oGd3gUlAnSMwXufTzRkxhfuOPLWrcbT7dit6cEQy8z_PW37s&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486254516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aQ0y2KdA6j27f1JXt1ji%2FurwIZs0tp%2FUZLPIkjxRutg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbuUuG-xAp0Dl2U8tpej04Vt55hxBNmradS6slKaBkwmPUG-rnrTDTt8ZQIOUrydYBeQu8drxUqs_X065He94xlITZScpJv5yxAmsKKlxA1P5b_R1Zq6wNvWnLtRkXJum7oP_ADceusV15xYSOD6dzVfTFB6-SYfKVGrH4SfskfoZeIsL9L4fWPplMyBd_O8JkyiL9Kb91UI97ItyKf3fNU-d9VuHLYAGi-JnHNosG7P7m2U2tsUx5_UbCLrWAvaJPOu5mf41vEuRdEjsKQBDM2qEHZVDfKOyBnrTDqMTxuXxNfwP2Wh61MtKh5wcoHXsRHtm2jj6BjcY8iUazB-qbGgwwvwLMhKCkIjhPa9LLUHg2rHVVhrubKw2q819wmS06sGLZyMmarxGlDe3SXRr0maDcows-iQatVzVlLRkg8nA~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486264478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pCeMaMHs28EJPuSQc%2FG7B8tmncSoY7BxgL0%2Bf%2B7gfXU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbfgqiyrGjPmLvUBTTYyYta5VHZsE6oZ7Z_qgjmzjhx5G0rXdk2PkmVw2YgKAR_9fbwd_5tk9qKboFLLfpcAezwEw6Fqt6eE7pcr3YryS24tuq2tD6fiT20GGVU7AIGmXaPE1QCDLCiq7_9BeU9-UI9Gri5nzI0b0HJJ9fxf6CJlzE6dCnemCcCvvSSXVpOZBQM-cWcZPyFli5vVRuaLsIB_BIuJAjZS-YOHQCmX_Zqh1PiNDggWl89tP3XEV52YgAVgnKB8eKbnjM1fy004yEFHYG3Vc7kw9upW29tFpG77opvAPxoricG52a95Pq2Y_AbFctPlhrHcJzFwK293baBXcYJ4jnoAf2ASetFaPAtZhbkh3oE_2hR2B9bUjfP161V3vjSXLa857KZYZr3dCHqP-V3BH59-naJ_AmmNvrjU8~&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486264478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4HiItpdSP8O6bZGepPEVox2gfuP6QfjtXZWwEYZ4etE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbJT3bWdiqEkpQuTJGLzYFneYkVX9lO9CeFq9TR3EW_0rOiD7DqIyXHP-xRd99Y7RYEIysW3k1RxhdoKyztBKwzwAIuGXHIemYtC2M1ul_0KBIEiLacDajTCux2sAEyCdtAo-shIM9jm6mMQ_w-OXNYMz7G417CLGAWULlNP31rh18InzwdfqqrMJLAfyfwl8CaR_HEIVdYZInSpp1P-UDVv15uyuHp5o14r0CNCkCrvPvtKz_KIG39_QV0rZuqiXg7VvpOLo8xXG6548Xak7iwjSkQfzxl1hW-iYKrJqdxGWvVj-G8pZktENSMpskq5wo_JAg3C6ravfgypMlwsnhdI7pcZHi1UP-NYYiklPEQJzDyaa6t2ePJQ1nXZVaNY_6&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486274431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=c6xU048%2BC%2BKzDoFGfOVSR%2BI%2B8G0H1LCNWwD2fCweQFk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbV10CknSJYNYzxP99Ec5757BEFG_sFkYT4ameBpvilGU7Xn5qZSIT_AaFnLREeIfLaq7kSel_Op9Kr4ZOWbA1CcaQov9m2_JVl9cyumUd26F8h0fS9OoiK435ylx5rdaozFrfM01WZLiw9yVIHxGHr1w0GprCFKJ5coFOVfFgeTknhYgCS0rHqpVWp4kDhqG6CKjymwKaQ1_DuohU0P89RZSB_v0jRgJp0JD272I_r99ToOMG5IA0z3ZwzfjBxvGyflUp_2joRPA0069cFtylqQWdFM-z9J_bl3Qe_7_FXXkqTXcGORfjUofaYYJjZIULug2Z68j6660BIXNsRmVpiK77pIP-kIx5RI9csZxBrkyVEH0kiuDRdlpBDChFXD2Q&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486274431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mmdPaINPkOZrBxIAJZiCtOUre56jsRrxk6TH8ymjC1A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbV10CknSJYNYzxP99Ec5757BEFG_sFkYT4ameBpvilGU7Xn5qZSIT_AaFnLREeIfLaq7kSel_Op9Kr4ZOWbA1CcaQov9m2_JVl9cyumUd26F8h0fS9OoiK435ylx5rdaozFrfM01WZLiw9yVIHxGHr1w0GprCFKJ5coFOVfFgeTknhYgCS0rHqpVWp4kDhqG6CKjymwKaQ1_DuohU0P89RZSB_v0jRgJp0JD272I_r99ToOMG5IA0z3ZwzfjBxvGyflUp_2joRPA0069cFtylqQWdFM-z9J_bl3Qe_7_FXXkqTXcGORfjUofaYYJjZIULug2Z68j6660BIXNsRmVpiK77pIP-kIx5RI9csZxBrkyVEH0kiuDRdlpBDChFXD2Q&data=04%7C01%7CMerica.A.Tripp%40MAINE.GOV%7Cea96a7f55eb14368338e08d8f5409b75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C637529005486274431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mmdPaINPkOZrBxIAJZiCtOUre56jsRrxk6TH8ymjC1A%3D&reserved=0

SAMHSA Training and Technical Assistance Related to COVID-19. The Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) created this list of resources, tools, and trainings
for behavioral health and recovery providers.

Mobilizing Health Care Workforce via Telehealth. ProviderBridge.org was created by the
Federation of State Medical Boards through the CARES Act and the FORHP-supported Licensure
Portability Program. The site provides up-to-date information on emergency regulation and
licensing by state as well as a provider portal to connect volunteer health care professionals to
state agencies and health care entities.

Online Resource for Licensure of Health Professionals. Created by the Association of State
and Provincial Psychology Boards, the site provides up-to-date information on emergency
regulation and licensing in each state for psychologists, occupational therapists, physical therapists
assistants, and social workers.

Funding and Opportunities

DOJ Services for Victims of Human Trafficking — Extended to April 16. The U.S. Department
of Justice (DOJ) will make 27 awards of up to $800,000 each, for direct services to victims of
human trafficking. Eligible applicants include state, local, and tribal governments, public housing
authorities, and nonprofit organizations, with priority given to rural areas. A separate but related
funding notice, DOJ Housing Assistance Grants for Victims of Human Trafficking — Extended
to April 16, will invest $15 million in 25 awards for programs that provide transitional housing and
financial assistance.

Pre-Admissions Workshops for AI/AN Students in Health Professions Training/Schools —
April 23. The National Center for American Indian Health Professions helps American Indian and
Alaska Natives (Al/AN) prepare for application to medical school or other advanced health
professions program. Selected students must be current high school seniors (18 years or older),
current community college or undergraduate students, or recent college graduates.

Loan Repayment and Scholarship Programs for the NHSC — May 6. National Health Service
Corps (NHSC) programs received an increase of $800 million in funding as part of the American
Rescue Plan for pandemic relief (see What's New above). This additional funding will support the
largest number of NHSC clinicians in the program’s history. There is one application for working
health professionals to apply to the NHSC Loan Repayment Program, the NHSC Substance Use
Disorder Workforce Loan Repayment Program, and the NHSC Rural Community Loan Repayment
Program. The NHSC Scholarship Program, which is for eligible medical, dental and nursing
students in any year of training, provides up to four years of scholar support. Applications for all
programs are due on May 6.

SAMHSA Overdose Treatments for Use by First Responders —May 17. The Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will make up to 20 awards with total funding
of $7.9 million to help first responders administer a drug or device for emergency reversal of opioid
overdose. Eligible applicants include state, local, and tribal governments and tribal organizations.
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Rural Health Research

Research in this section is provided by the HRSA/FORHP-supported Rural Health Research
Gateway. Sign up to receive alerts when new publications become available.

Post-acute Care Trajectories for Rural Medicare Beneficiaries: Planned versus Actual
Hospital Discharges to Skilled Nursing Facilities and Home Health Agencies. Post-acute care
services are designed to help patients transition from hospitalization in acute care facilities to their
homes. Skilled nursing facilities and home health agencies provide the majority of post-acute care
services to Medicare beneficiaries. This study from the WWAMI Rural Health Research Center
used Medicare administrative data for rural, fee-for-service Medicare beneficiaries to describe post-
acute care trajectories following acute hospitalization and examine differences between planned
discharge disposition from the hospital and actual post-acute care received.

Policy Updates

Visit the FORHP Policy page to see all recent updates and send questions to
ruralpolicy@hrsa.gov.

CMS Guidance to Resume Hospital Survey Activities. As of March 23, 2021, the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is lifting the suspension on hospital survey activities, which
was put in place due to the public health emergency. Non-immediate jeopardy complaints received
during the suspension period will be investigated within 45 days of the memo’s release. Hospitals
with surveys that ended after January 20, 2021 will have 10 days from the memo’s release to
develop plans of correction, unless an extension is requested.

Updated Guidance on Emergency Preparedness Requirements. On March 26, the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released guidance interpreting the emergency preparedness
requirements in the Burden Reduction Final Rule of 2019, which applies to all providers and
suppliers. In response to the public health emergency, the guidance also provides best practices,
lessons learned, and planning considerations for emerging infectious diseases.

Learning Events and Technical Assistance

GHPC Community Voices Panel: Shifting Power — Thursday, April 1 at 3:00 pm ET. The
Georgia Health Policy Center (GHPC) holds a 90-minute session with leaders from three
communities on shifting power to residents to tackle health-related priorities.

MATRC: Answering Questions About Telehealth and Telemental Health — Friday, April 2 at
12:00 pm ET. The Mid-Atlantic Telehealth Resource Center (MATRC) holds a live, one-hour event
to answer questions about the basics. The MATRC is one of 14 FORHP-Supported Telehealth
Resource Centers.

HRSA Building COVID-19 Vaccine Trust for Patients — Wednesday, April 7 at 1:00 pm ET.
The Bureau of Health Workforce at the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
invites clinicians, grantees, students, and the public at large to the Clinical Leaders Forum webinar:
Building COVID-19 Vaccine Trust for Community Health Center Patients.
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ASTHO Tackling Inequities in Digital Care Webinar — Monday, April 12 at 2:00 pm ET. The
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) will hold a 90-minute webinar to
present innovations that improve digital equity and potentially lower disparities.

NHLBI: Disease Management Tools for the Underserved — Wednesday, April 14 at 10:00

am. The National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) is hosting a two-day virtual workshop to
discuss barriers to—and opportunities for—improving heart, lung, blood, and sleep health in
underserved communities. Participants will discuss how to tailor health monitoring devices and
tools that diagnose patients in underserved, low-resource, and remote communities.

NTIA Series on Broadband Grant Programs — Wednesday, April 14 at 2:30 pm ET. The
National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), part of the U.S. Department
of Commerce, will hold a series of webinars in connection with three new broadband grant
programs authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021: The Broadband
Infrastructure Program, the Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program, and the Connecting Minority
Communities Program. The webinars, taking place April — July, are designed to help applicants
prepare high quality grant applications.

HRSA: Expanding Rural OUD Treatment via Telehealth — Thursday, April 15 at 12:00 pm
ET. The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) will hold a one-hour session to
highlight innovative telehealth for treatment of opioid use disorder (OUD) in rural areas.

Rural Community Health Workers for COVID-19 — Thursday, April 15 at 1:00 pm ET. The
National Rural Health Association (NRHA), in partnership with the Federal Office of Rural Health
Policy (FORHP), will host an hour-long webinar featuring Dr. John Brooks, Medical Epidemiologist
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. See more about rural Community Health
Workers below under Resources of the Week.

Resource of the Week

Opioid and Substance Use Strategies for CAHs. The HRSA/FORHP-funded Flex Monitoring
Team has released their archived webinar on opioid and substance use in rural communities. The
webinar took place in February to accompany a policy brief published last year. The webinar
discusses why Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) should address these issues, provides a
framework to support them in this work, and provides examples of activities CAHs are participating
in.
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